
one school at a time

C3S is proud to host the first annual Independent Charter 
School Symposium (ICSS) in NYC’s hottest new spot—

Long Island City. This exciting event will convene school 
leaders, social visionaries and policy-makers from across 

the country in a groundbreaking, two-day conference 
to articulate a collective vision for the direction of the 

charter movement and all of public education.

Independent, community-based autonomous public schools represent the 
original vision of the charter school movement and are the best hope for 
energizing public education and for providing an environment that will 

attract the best and brightest to the teaching profession.

Autonomy & Accountability
•	 Autonomy in exchange for accountability is the bedrock principle of 

charter schools.
•	 Real accountability must be rooted in the development of the whole 

child and the need for a citizenship that can solve the intractable 
problems of our times.

Governance & Community
•	 Strong independent boards and an engaged community are essential.
•	 Boards must be demonstrably independent from service providers.
•	 Decision-making involves teachers, students, families and community.

Equity
•	 Charter schools are public schools; they must be equitably funded.
•	 We are committed to transparency in our practices and accountability 

to students, parents, government authorizers, and the public.
•	 Teachers are trusted partners who are given extended opportunities 

for professional advancement and the support to excel in their craft.

Diversity
•	 We commit to serving all students in our communities.
•	 We actively recruit, retain and serve the highest-need students.
•	 We educate all of our students to the best of our ability, every day.

Innovation & Collaboration
•	 Our autonomy provides the freedom to innovate and differentiate.
•	 We seek opportunities for collaboration between all school sectors.
•	 We have an obligation to research, develop and implement new ideas, 

practices and strategies.

www.c3s.nyc

We subscribe to these principles:
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WHAT DO WE WANT?

WHY NOW?
Independent charter schools are at the forefront of innovation in 

education, developing unique school models with rich school 

cultures, empowering teachers to excel at their art. This is our 

moment to lead by example. C3S believes that with a united vision 

and collective passion, independent charter school leaders will be 

key players in steering public education reform that aims to serve 

every child and embolden every teacher nationwide.  

We want a new accountability based on the inextricable link between 

democracy and education. We believe that the problems facing society 

can only be addressed by a generation that is immersed in 21st 

century learning skills and the ability to transcend binary thinking. We 

want to refocus the charter school dialogue on independent models. 

We want more autonomous public schools, modeled after our best 

independent charter schools to help lead the way to a more profound 

and joyous educational experience. 

JOIN US!

“What the best and wisest parent wants for his 
child, that must we want for all the children of 

the community. Anything less is unlovely, and left 
unchecked, destroys our democracy.” -- John Dewey

WHO ARE WE?
The Coalition of Community Charter Schools is a member-run 

organization of independent charter schools that promotes the ideas 

and values of the original charter school concept. Our schools are 

innovative, diverse models of teaching and learning that embrace 

their communities and aspire to give their students the skills and 

attitudes needed to thrive in a world of uncertainty and change. 

Our schools embody the charter paradigm of “autonomy for 

accountability” and work for the advancement of all public education.
If you are a leader, 

advocate or staff member 
of an independent 

charter school, we want 
your voice. Join us in New 

York City for the first 
Independent Charter 

School Symposium 
in Fall 2017. 

This movement is yours!


