
NYC charter school group condemns Betsey
DeVos in essay

The leadership of an umbrella group representing roughly 100 independent city charter schools has come out swinging

against the con�rmation of Michigan billionaire Betsey DeVos for U.S. Secretary of Education.

In an essay posted to the website of the Big Apple-based Coalition of Community Charter schools Thursday, the group's co-

founder Steven Zimmerman argues that DeVos' radical, free-market views on education reform will end up hurting the

publicly funded, privately run schools in New York City and beyond.

"By embracing someone as unquali�ed as Ms. DeVos, charter advocates are conveying a dangerous message that will haunt

us for years to come: our political interests trump our educational ones," Zimmerman wrote in the essay. "God save us from

our friends."
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Betsey DeVos, who's expected to win approval at her Senate committee con�rmation vote Jan. 31, has pumped millions
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DeVos, who's expected to win approval at her Senate committee con�rmation vote Jan. 31, has pumped millions of dollars

into programs to boost charter schools in her home state and beyond.

But the many educators believe the reforms she championed led to a dangerous lack of accountability for charter operators in

Detroit, where roughly 85% of charters are for-pro�t entities, making the city an outlier on the national scene.

Nonetheless, DeVos has the support of many powerful leaders in the

sector, including city charter powerhouse Eva Moskowitz, who issued a

statement in support of DeVos Jan. 17.

"It does not take years of teaching in the classroom to understand that

public education in this country is in deep crisis," Moskowitz said in

her statement. "I believe Betsy DeVos has the talent, commitment, and

leadership capacity to revitalize our public schools."

A spokeswoman for DeVos didn’t respond to a request for comment.

DeVos has refused to speak with the media until she's con�rmed by the

full U.S. Senate.

That vote will likely take place a few weeks after the committee vote.

“By embracing someone as unquali�ed as Ms.
DeVos, charter advocates are conveying a
dangerous message that will haunt us for years
to come: our political interests trump our
educational ones," wrote Steven Zimmerman,
co-founder of the Coalition of Community
Charter School. (COURTESY OF STEVEN ZIMMERMAN)



Democrats including Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer have criticized DeVos on a variety of fronts and on Thursday

Schumer said he would vote against her con�rmation. Sens. Chris Murphy (D-CT) and Bernie Sanders (I-VT) also said they’d

vote against her.

Teachers unions and advocacy groups have come out against DeVos, a frequent critic of organized labor.

But experts believe she is likely to win con�rmation in the Republican-dominated Senate, barring any evidence of criminal-

level wrongdoing in her extensive dealings.
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President-elect Donald Trump and Betsey DeVos pose outside Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, N.J. (CAROLYN

KASTER/AP)


